THE   ECONOMIC BACKGROUND
ism, slowly but effectively It linked up localities and created a national market
No less important, it created a national market for the investment of money The railway boom of 1845-6 drew from the hoards of the small tradesman and "the frugal operative" the pent-up savings of years In the speculative flurry of those years men (such as Thackeray's Jeam.es) learned to become millionaires overnight and paupers in a week In the long run, the railway mama taught investment to the poorer classes It accumulated idle capital, while it inoculated even the poorest with the itch for acquisition Those effects would only become apparent at a latei date
11     1850-73
There is a change in tempo as the fifties arrive, a kind of busy serenity comes over the country The new age was appropriately registered by the International Exhibition of 1851, and Tennyson caught the note m his Choral Ode
"Is the goal so far away? Far, how far, no tongue can say Let us dream our dream to-day "
As Mr G M Young has pointed out, "Victorians saw the endless new world which Bacon had sighted or imagined, where nothing need remain unknown " And as if to guarantee the genuineness of the dream, the new mines of California and Australia sent their gold to the world's financial centre There was indeed nothing that seemed impossible In Dr Glapham's cynical phrase "It is easy to develop a world with money at 2 per cent" What the Englishman did not observe were the as yet puny figures of Germans, Frenchmen, Dutchmen and Americans rapidly growing in the new sunlight
The fifties and sixties might be called the Era of Technical Learning, both in commerce and industry. For the first time, empiricism began to give way to scientific reason, and the laboratory was yoked to the workshop While Darwin
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